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“ And God said, Let us make man in our own image, af- 
ter our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fonl of the air, and over the caltle, and over 
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
crealed he him; male and female created he them. 

, GENEsIs i. 26, 27. 





Tn our last Reflections, upon the text before us, we took notice 
of the goodness of God, in having endowed us with souls to distin- 
guish us from the rest of the animal creation. We shall now devote 
a few moments to the grateful task of reminding our readers, as well 
as ourselves, of what we owe Him for having given us exclusive do- 
minion over all the rest of animated nature; as well as over the 
earth we inhabit, which He has commanded us to subdue and culti- 
vate for the promotion of our temporal happiness. 

If we transport ourselves on the wings of imagination, to the 
scene in which Apam called around him all the beasts of the field, 
and the fowls of the air, te bestow names upon them, as a token of 
their subjection to the will of man; we shall feel our bosoms swell 
with the grand conception of the goodness of God, in thus extend- 
ing our dominion and multiplying our sources of enjoyment. 


“ The Swedish Sage admires im yonder bow’rs,* 
* His winged insects, and his rosy flow’rs ; 
* Calls from their woodland haunts the savage train 
‘*¢ With sounding horn, and counts them on the plain: 
«“ So once at Heaven’s command, the wanderers came 
“ To Eden’s shade, and heard their various name.”’ 


And here the question forcibly presents itself: Would Gon have 
distinguished man above all other animals, if man had not been des- 
tined to a nobler end than to fall like a tree, upon its parent earth, 
never to rise again? : 

Not only every production of the vegetable kingdom, is subject 
to perish for ever, but every inhabitant of the animal creation must 
fall, to rise no more, excepting MAN, to whom Gep has given such 
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unbounded dominion over the earth, which he inhabits ; and which 
he has only te cultivate properly, in order to draw from it all the 
means of existence. 

Even in the curse pronounced upon our first parents, and through 
them upon all succeeding ages, the goodness of Gop is conspicuous. 
Could we compare the Crearor with the creature, whom He 
had placed in Eden, how great should we conceive the distance 
between them! In attempting to scan the one, we are lost in the 
boundlessness and infinitude of His power, His goodness and His 
glory; while in the other we behold a finite and dependent being, 
whose existence could have been dissipated at a moment by the 
breath of his Maker. How daring and presumptuous, then, was the 
guilt of our first Parents, and low great the goodness of Gop in 
not annihilating them for ever, in his wrath, which they had pro- 
voked. He banished the disobedient pair, from the primeval seat 
of their existence ; but he did not banish from their breasts the 
hope of being one day restored to his favour. He doomed them 
to toil for sustenance ; but he made the earth pliantly to yield to 
the labour of their hands, and to bring forth, by cultivation, alt-that 
was necessary to their new state of existence. Sad and sorrowful 
was the hour when they turned their backs upon that blissful scene 
to which Gop had first destined them, and from which they were 
driven by their own rashness and presumption. But they felt, 
even in that awful moment, the goodness of their Creator : 


‘«‘ Some natural tears they dropt, but wiped them soon; 
“ The world was all before them, where to choose 
“ Their place of rest, and Providence their guide.” 


In Eden they had known neither labour nor care ; but had spent 
their days in perfect bliss, regaled by the fragrance of its flowers, 
and cheered by the music of its groves. The fruit of every tree 
but one had served them for sustenance, and they had quenched 
their thirst at the pure stream which flowed through the garden. 
No cloud overcast the scene, no storm disturbed the tranquillity of 
shades, devoted to innocence, and peace, and happiness. But 
from the moment that they turned their backs upon Paradise, they 
felt wants and wishes unknown before ; and hopes and fears, to 
which they had been strangers, now took possession of their souls, 
The earth was theirs; but they were doomed to cultivate it. The 
beasts of the field, and the fowls of the air were subjected to them ; 
but of these, such as were fit for domestication, required constant 
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care and attention. But in all this the beneficence and wisdom of 
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Gov were conspicuous; for having’ acquired the knowledge of |e view of this part of the town on a Sunday, you would be shocked 


ceod and evil, by cating the forbidden fruit, it became necessary 
that they should be employed in order to be happy. Bread, that 
is, the means of subsistence, was to be thenceforward obtained 
* by the sweat of the brow.” ‘The curse itself was thus mingled 
with blessings, because to the mind, once cheered by the light of 
knowledge, idleness became a source of misery and guilt; and such 
it has been in all subsequent ages. 

Let us, then, admire the goodness of our Creator, in giving us that 
universal dominion, which causes so many active duties, in the per- 
formance of which we are enabled to fly from sin. Our first Pa- 
rents could not have drowned the recollection of their guilty dis- 
obedience in Paradise, but for the cares and labours imposed upon 
them in the wilderness to which they were banished. This wil- 
derness they were doomed to improve, and to make “ blossom like 
the rose.” ‘Their ingenuity was taxed to create the means of sub- 
duing the earth, and drawing nourishment frem it ; and hence those 
hours of “ labour and rest allernate,” which othe: wise would have 
been dissipated in hopeless anguish for past, or idle and wicked re- 
velling in fresh offences against the majesty of an all mereiful Gop, 
Let us, we repeat il, admire the goodness of our Creator in this mer- 
ciful dispensation of dominion over the earth and its various tribes, 
which, from the very labour necessary to preserve it, prevents us 
from so many offences against Him: And let us also rejoice, that 
however low we have fallen, compared with the blissful state of 
Eden, WE KNOW THAT ouR REDEEMER LiveTH! And from this 
knowledge derive the hope of glory. Again—and again—and 
again, then, let us exclaim with the Psalmist :—“‘ O praise the 
Lord, all ye nations ; praise him all ye people: For his merciful 
Kindness is greal lowards us: And the truth of the Lord endureth 

for ever.” Vv. 
—- 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


Cugrices, on “* Morives ro Rerexrance,” in our next. 


In our Obituary, will be found a brief notice of the late Bishop Asnuey, whose death 
was mentioned ina former number. We shou'd {vel ourselves much obliged by any 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, who would furnish for our columns a Bio- 


graphical Sketch of that eminent Divine, and fellow-labourer of the departed Coxg. 


fd 
FROM THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


[CONTINUED FROM OUR LAST.) 
** Gloucester, Nov. 25, [1783.] 
* SIR, 

** My friend, the Mayor, has just communicated to me the letter 
which you have honoured him with, inquiring into the nature of the 
Sunday Schools, ‘The beginning of this scheme was entirely owing 
to accident. Some business leading me one morning into the sub- 
urbs of the city, where the lowest of the people (who are principal- 
ly employed in the pin manufactory) chiefly reside, I was struck with 
concern at seeing a group of children, wretchedly ragged, at play in 
I asked an inhabitant, whether those children belonged 
to that part of the town, and lamented their misery and idleness. 
Ah! Sir, said the woman to whom | was speaking, could you take 





indecd ; for then the street is hlled with multitudes of these wretches, 
who, released on that day from employment, spend their time in 
noise and riof, playing at chuck, and cursing and swearing in a man- 
ner so horrid, as to convey fo ary serious mind an idea of hell rather 
than any other place. We have a worthy Clergyman, said she, Mi- 
nister of our parish, who has put some of them to school; but upon 
the Sabbath, they are all given up to follow their inclinations with- 
out restraint, as their parents, totally abandoned themselves, have no 
idea of iustilliog into the minds of their children, principles to which 
they themseives are entire strangers. 

“ This conversation suggested to me, that it would at least be a 
harmless attempt, if it were productive of no good, should some lit- 
tle plan be” formed to check this deplorable profanation of the Sab- 
bath. I then enquired of the woman, if there were any decent well- 
disposed women in the neighbourhood, who kept schools for teach- 
ing toread. I presently was directed to four. ‘T’o these 1 applied, 
and made an agreement with them, to receive as many children as 1 
should send upon the Sunday, whem they were to instruct in reading, 
and in the church catechism. For this I engaged to pay them each 
a shilling for their day’s employment. The women seemed pleased 
with the proposal. 1 then waited on the Clergyman before men- 
tioned, and imparted to him my plan. He was so much satisfied with 
the Klea, that he engaged to lend his assistance, by going round to 
ihe scheols on a Sunday afternoon, to examine the progress that 
was made, and to enforce order and decorum among such a set of 
little heathens. 

“This, Sir, was the commencement of the plan. It is now aboet 
three years since we began, and I gould wish you were here to make 
inquiry into the effect. A woman who lives in a lane where I had 
fixed a school, told me some time ago, that the place was quite a 
heaven upon Sundays, compared to what it used to be. The num- 
hers who have learned to read and say their catechism are so great, 
that | am astonished at it. Upon the Sunday afternoon, the mistresses 
take their scholars to church, a place into which neither they nor 
their ancestors ever entered, with a view to the glory of God. But 
what is yet more extraordinary, within this month, these little raga- 
muffins have in great numbers taken it into their heads to frequent 
the early morning prayers, which are held every morning at the ca- 
thedral, atseven o'clock. I believe there were near fifty this morn- 
ing. ‘They assemble at the house of one of the mistresses, and walk 
before her to church, two and two, in as much order as a company 
of soldiers. Ll am generally at church, and after service they all 
come round me to make their bow; and if any animosilies bave arisen, 
to make their complaint. ‘The great principle I inculcate, is, to be 
kind and good-natured to each other; not to provoke one anotber ; 
to he dutiful to their parents; not to offend God by cursing and 
swearing ; and such little plain preeepts as all may understand. As 
my profession is that of a printer, I have printed a little book, which 


' I give amongst them: And some friends of mine. subscribers to the 


Society for promoting Christian Knowledge, sometimes make me a pre- 


. sentol a parcel of Bibles, Testaments, &c. which I distribute as re- 





wards to the deserving. ‘The success that has attended this scheme, 
has induced one or two of my friends to adopt the plan, and set up 
Sunday Schools io other parts of the city, and now a whole parish has 
taken up the object ; so that I flatter myself, in time, the good effects 
will appear so conspicuous as to become generally adopted. ‘The 
oumber of children at prezent thus engaged on the Sabbath are be- 
tweeu {wo and three hundred, and they are increasing every week, 
as the benefit is uviversally seen. I have endeavoured to engage the 
clergy of my acquaintance, that reside in their parishes. One has 
entered into the scheme with great fervour; and it was in order to 
excile others to follow his example, that I inserted in my paper the 
paragraph which I suppose you saw copied into the London papers.— 
I cannot express to you the pleasure I often receive, in discovering 
genius and innate good dispositions, among this little multitude. It is 
hotaniziog in human nature. I have often, too, the satisfaction of re- 
ceiving thanks from parents, for the reformation they perceive in 
theirchildren. Often I have given them kiad admonitions, which f 
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judice, that we are to do nothing on the Sabbath-day, which may be 
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always doin the mildest and gentlest manner. The going among 
them, d oing them little kindnesses, distributing trifling rewards, and 
ingratiating myse!f with them, I hear, have given me an ascendancy, 
greater than I ever could have imagined ; for f am told by their mis- 


tresses, that they are very much alraid of my displeasure. If you} 


ever pass through Gloucester, I shal! be happy to pay my respect to 
you, and to show you the effects of this effort at civilization. If the 
glory of God be promoted in any, even the smallest degree, society 
must reap some bevefit. If good seed be sown in the mind, at an 
early period of human life, though it shows itself not again for many 
years, it may please God, at some luture period, to cause it to spring 
up, and to bring forth a plenteous harvest. 


“With regard to the rules adopted, I only require that they come 
to the schoo! on Sunday as clean as possible. Many were at first de- 
terred, because they wanted decent clothing ; but | could not under- 
take to supply this defect. I argue, therefore, if you can loiter about, 
without shoes, and in a ragged coat, you may as well come to school, 
and Jearn what may tend to your good in that garb. I reject nove on 
that footing. All that I require, are elean hands, clean face, and the 
hair combed ; if you have no clean shirt, come in that you have on. 
The want of decent apparel, at first, kept great vuimbers at a distauce, 
but they now begin to grow wiser, and all are pressing tolearn. 1 
have had the good luck to procure places for some that were deserv- 
ing, which has been of great use. You will understand that these 
children are from six years to twelve or fourteen. Boys and girls 
above this age, who have been totally undisciplined, are generally 
too refractory for this gevernament. A reformation in society seems 
to me only practicable by establishing notices of duty and practical 
habita of order and decorum at an early stage. But whither am | 
running ? I am ashamed to see how much I have trespassed on your 
patience; but I thought the most complete idea of Sunday Schools, 
was to be conveyed to you, by telling what first suggested the 
thought. ‘The same sentiments would have arisen in your mind, 
had they happened to have been called forth, as they were sug- 
gested to me. 


“ | have vo doubt that you will find great improvement to be made 
on this plan. The minds of men have taken great hold on that pre- 


deemed labour, and therefore we are to be excused from all applica- 
tion of mind as well as body. The rooting out this prejudice is the 
point I aim at as my favourite object. Our Saviour takes parti- 
cular pains to manifest, that whatever tended to promote the health 
and happiness of our fellow-creatures, were sacrilices peculiarly ac- 
ceptable on that day. 


“ | do not think I have written so long a letter for some years. 
But you will excuse me; my heart is warm in the cause. I think 
this the kind of reformation most requisite in this kingdom. Let 
our patriots employ themselves in rescuing their countrymen from 
that despotism, which tyrannical passions and vicious inclinations 
exercise over them, and they will find, that true liberty and na- 
tional welfare are more essentially promoted, thau hy avy reform in 
parliament. 


* As ofienas I have attempted to conclude, some new idea has 
arisen. ‘This is strange, as I am writing to a person whom I never 
have, and perhaps never may see; but I have felt that we think 
alike : I shall, therefore, onty add my erdent wishes, that your 
views of promoting the happiness of society may be attended with 
every possible success, conscious that your own internal enjoyment 
will thereby be considerably advanced. 


“ J have the honour to be, Sir, 
Yours, &c. 


“R, RAIKES.” 
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| EPISTOLARY. 
: LETTERS 
FROM BARON HALLER TO HIS DAUGHTER, 


On the Truths of the Christian Religion. 


LETTER V. 


Internal evidence of ‘he Christian religion necessary, though not alone sufficient forits ccn 
firmation. Digression to Dr. Boerhaave Humble birth and education of Jesus Christ. 
The wisdom and purity of his moral precepts. Superior excellence of the morality ct 
the go:pel to that of the wisest and most virtuous heathens, illustrated from the precepts 
concerning forgiveness of injuries, and meutal purity or chastity. A description of the 
misecies flowmg from unlawful love. To direct the views of mankind to eternity, the 
great object of the doctiines and precepts of Jesus Christ. The sincerity with which ovr 
Saviour warned his disciples of the sufferings which awaited him and themselves also, « 
proof that he acted not on human priaciples. A messenger from God an uncommou 
phenomenoa, The proofs of his missfn must be more convincing than those wil whic's 
we are contented in the comman occurrences of life. 


The excellency and purity of the doctrine of Christ are not alone 
sufficient to prove his divinily, or the intimate union of the divine 
with the human nature. But if the doctrines of Christianily were 
unworthy of God, thiscircumstance alone would suiliciently evince 
that God was not their author. However excellent any docirine may 
be, its excellence alone will not be a convincing proof that the teachee 
is divinely inspired, or that the Divinity dwells within him. It is, 
however, a necessary preliminary towards the establishment of this 
truth. We should never regard a man as a teacher sent from God, 
if his doctrine is not holy, and conformable to the perfections of him 
from whom he says it proceeds. In return, it will give a more fayor- 
able idea ofhim who teaches it; it will shine with no borrowed splea- 
dor; and will furnish more ample instructions than ever were com- 
municated by a mortal man. | 

Fifty years have almost elapsed since I was the disciple of the im- 
mortal Boerhaave; but his image is continually present to my mind. 
1 have always before my eyes the venerable simplicity of that great 
man, who possessed, in an eminent degree, the talent of persuading. 
How many times hath he said, when speaking of the preeepts of our 
Saviour—ihat this divine teacher knew mankind better than Socrates. 

But what was Jesus in himself, when we abstract from his person 
every thing that was supernatural! He was the son of a mechanic 
who was the parent of fishermen of norank in the world. He had ne 
master to instruct him; he had read oothing but the writings of Moses 
and the Prophets, and had received no lessons from the Socrateses 
the Platos’ the Confuciuses of the age: yet what was the doctrine 
taught by this son of a common mechanic—this man, whose relations 
were all of them men of obscure birth, unimproved by education, and 
without any tincture of science? That the simple desire of commit- 
ting acrime, is itself a sin; a truth, which though considered in the 
present times as incontestible, and asthe necessary result of a right 
coneeption of the nature of the human mind, was nevertheless a doc- 
trine entirely new, when taught by Christ. The Jews, it is true, re- 
garded, as unlawful, many things which were considered also as faults 
by the wisest heathens; though their notions of their criminalty did 
not rest upon just foundations. Those things only, in their appre- 
hension, were morally evil, which were prohibited by the law, or 
which were repugnant to the happiness of society. But they con- 
demned only the action itself; shat alone they thought worthy of 
punishment—a distinction vot only absurd, but in some measure a 
self-contradiction. When a debauched person fills his imagination 
with obscene pictures, the lewd ideas which he recalls, fail not to 
stimulate his desires with a degree of violence that he cannot resist. 
This will be necessarily followed by gratification, unless some exter- 
nal obstacle should prevent him from the commission of a sin which 
he had internally resulved on. 





{to BE CONTINUED. } 


No dishonorable ideas will ever be formed io the pure soul of a 
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virtuou8 Woman ; but if they should obtrude themselves on the mind; 
and there meet with a favorable reception, she will be disarmed of 
her modesty, and fall ap easy prey to the first temptation. It did not 
escape the observation of our Saviour, that the rejection oY any evil 
thought was the best defence against vice.—Every moment of time 
that is spent in meditations on sin, increases the power of the dan- 
gerous object which hae possessed our imagination. Anger adds 
fuel tothe flames, which a change of the situation of the body might 
have extinguished at the beginning. The illustrious Boerhaave has 
often admired this sentence of our Saviour: Whosoever locketh on a 
woman to lust after her, hath committed adultery already with her in 
his heart. ‘This maxim was in reality included in the ancient law 
against adultery. But mankind, through the blindness of their pas- 
sions, could not discern it. By this short precept, Christ hath pre- 
scribed in the most efficacious manner, the means of preserving us 
irom sin. 'T’he first attacks of vice are gener.|ly feeble; reason has 
then some power over the mind; if then, at the very moment that 
such thoughts occar to us as have a tendency to withdraw us from 
our duty, we shall with all diligence suppress them, and employ our 
attention on other things, we may avoid the approaching danger, nor 
fall under the dominion of viee. Buton the contrary, if we encour- 
age these ideas and are fond of contemplating them, they will not fail 
to entice us into evil. 

This law, which subjects even our thoughts to the divine tribunal, 
is the only means of security in social life. Human justice hath no 
power over.the passions and desires of the heart; neither will it ac- 
complish the end proposed by the legislator. It will never banish 
crimes, though it may punish criminals. It is not possible, but thata 
mind, daily occupied io reflecting on the seductive allurements of vo- 
Juptuousness, will devote itself to enjoyment ag soon as it perceives a 
fit opportunity of procuring that satisfaction, the simple idea of whieh 
has afforded. so much pleasure. When we speak of the enjoyments 
of sense, we mean all the vices without distinction. ‘I'he tribunals 
of human justice oppose them only with terror, in cases where they 
are made manifest by their effects. Is it not easy for a man blinded 
by his passions, to persuade himself, that be ean conceal his faults 
from the eyes of his fellow creatures? It is not difilcult for him, when 
his desires have obtained the sovereignty, to banish from his mind 
every idea that can oppose them. Will he not suppress all] thoughts 
of future punishment, during the time that he fixes his affections upon 
present pledsures? But the doctrine of Christ is not confined to the 
cutting of the young shoots of these venomous plants; it destroys 
them in the bud, as the only means of preventing their growth. He 
who hath God always before him, in whom the fear of this tremen- 
duous Judge is one prevailing sentiment, and whose judgments are con- 
stantly before his eyes, will never attend to the vicious suggestions of 
his own heart; he will shut his ears against the voice of those en- 
chanting Syrens; he will not suffer any impure ideas to defile his 
imagination; he will not even be exposed to the danger of falling into 
the last stage of a vice; of whiéh he abhorred the very beginnings. 
‘l’hat the man who considers sin as (he greatest of all evils, and indeed 
as the only evil, should at once abandon himself to its utmost excesses, 
is indeed impossible : nor is it unlikely that a man who guards against 
the first attacks of vice, will be able to elude its power—But he who 
begins to fall, has no power fo stop his progress ; every moment in- 
creases his rapidity, till at lengte he plunges to the very bottom of 
the precipice. 

It was a fatal error which prevailed amongst the Jews as well as 
Pagans, that we could make satisfaetion to God for sins, and procure 
his kindness, by oblation and presents offered in the temples eonse- 
erated to his worship, and by a scrupulous observance of the ceremo- 
nial rights prescribed in the law : but these surely could not improve 
the mau or sanctify his heart. Nothing contributed more than this 
persuasion to quiet the guilty mind, and tobanish from it all fear of the 
Almighty—that fear which is the beginning of wisdom. Ifa king, 
by the sacrifice of his son, could deliver himself from extreme danger, 
we should see him armed with a poniard against the person of one, 

that is notwithstanding dear to him, and eageriy spilling that blood, 
the effusion of which is demanded by the supreme law of self-preser- 
vation. If the building of a sacred edifice could expiate treasons and | 








murders, how little would they affect the impious hearts of those who 
could defray this expense? Ifa richsinter, by paying double tythes 
out of his large revenues, could render himself aceeptable to God, 
would he not have the means in his own hands of trkosgressing at 
pleasure, and with impunity? The expenditure of wealth would not 
be to them so great a sacrifice, as to part with a favorite vice, whieh 
has been the source of pleasure. How much more agreeable, then, 
will that religion be, which affords the means of grace, by the obser- 
vance of certain formalities or exterior rights; aad obliges not its vo- 
taries at the same time, to subdue their criminal appetites, in which 
they may indulge without depriving themselves of the favor of their 
Judge, whose pardon for past faults they can purchase at so easy a 
rate! Bya purchase, I mean all those outward forms to which a sin- 
ner has recourse, in order to make his God propitious, without cor- 
recting his vices, or reforming his life. ‘I'he pain to which tue fana- 
tic Indian submits, when enclosed in a vessel stuck with sharp pointe, 
pious legacies, abstinence from certain meats, a particular kind of 
dress, and other formalities of a like kind, are means very inefficacious 
for satisfying the justice of an holy and righteous Judge. If we read 
the gospel with the smallest attention, we may observe, that there is 
no errer which is there attacked in more severe terms, than the fatal 
security into which a vicious people are lulled by wicked and artful 
priests. Christ, the finisher of our faith, clearly foresaw the banelul 
effects of this soporiferous poison, and how ineffectual it would render 
that religion which he had brought from heaven, Nothing is more 
flattering to men than the hopes of salvation, without being obliged to 
offer any violence to their favorite inclinations. ‘The wise and ani- 
mating precepts of our divine legislator have been searce sufficient to 
prevent Christians from falling into this dangerous delusion. 

Itis not my design to give you, my daughter, a detail of the moral- 
ity of the gospel. ‘This task has heen performed by others, who are 
more versed in it than myself. I would only in this place take no- 
tice of the forgiveness of injuries, a virtue almost unknown to the 
Jews; and though it was highly extolled by some of the wisest hea- 
thens, yet their practice by no means corresponded with the precept: 
And here it may not be improper to observe, that we often judge of 
the actions of Elias, of David, and of other apt men, by the laws of 
Christ. The forgiveness of injuries is the characteristic of a great 
mind; we are not unacquainted with it in theory; and we have seen 
examples of it upon the stage, which we have considered as the na- 
tural effect of virtuous principles, imbibed in the heart, though unre- 
generated. But in ancient times, this maxim, so essential to a pure 
morality, was altogether unknown. This is evident from all the 
most ancient poels and historians.—Are not all the gods aud heroes 
of Homer implacable ?— ‘I'he kindness of David to Saul, his mortal 
enemy, is the only instance to be met with of this virtuous temper. 
We find no other example of this divine principle in those rude tines 
of violence and anarchy. 

I cannot quit this subject without remarking some other excellen- 
cies of the morality of Christ—a morality so superior to the preju- 
dices of the vuigar. Ancient nations,in general, adored as gods such 
as had formerly been men, and lived amongst them; they supposed 
also that their enemies had the same kind of local deities. Even the 
Jews, to whom God had revealed hiowelfin ail his majesty and ter- 
ror, suffered, notwithstanding, an idea so contrary to his infinite per- 
fection, to enter into their gross minds. The Temple—The Temple, 
was a sacred expression amongst them; and demonstrated the vain 
prejudice which prevailed throughout their whole nation—that God 
was only their God. It was this mistaken opinion which induced 
them to reject a salvation that was intended for all mankind; their 
pride would not permit them to partake of it with others. But Jesus, 
though born amongst them, though a Jew by birth, clearly proved by 
his own conduct, that all these natural animosities—all those extra- 
ordinary privileges elaimed by one sect over another, were destitute 
of every reasonable foundation. He refused not to converse witha 
woman of Samaria; a nation despised at Jerusalem. He made a dis- 
covery of himself to her in more express terms than he had done to 
any one before ; he ate, and continued for some time, with this woman, 
whom his countrymen treated with contempt. He inculeated also, 
in @ parable, the principle of universal charity, by preferring the Sa- 
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maritan, who kad exercised it, to the Jewish priest who had neglect- 
ed this very important duty. He hath excluded from salvation all 
those who profess his doctrine, but content themselves with a bare 
profession. He has openty declared, that those who regarded them- 
selves as (rue believers, aud as being the descendants of Abraham, 
should nevertheless suffer a greater condemnation than was reserved 
for ‘I'yre and Sidon. Notwithstanding the advantages and preroge- 
tives which were peculiar to the Jews from their birth, and from the 
writings of the prophets, yet the Saviour of the world expressly for- 
vade them from placiug a vain confidence in those considerations 
more than in the purity of their religion. He warned them against 
expecting the approbation of God, because they bad rigorously ob- 
served all the riglits of the ceremonial law. It was not from men 
that our Saviour had learned a morality so pure and holy ;for such is 
its repugnaace to all the emotions of their corrupt hearts, that even to 
this day there are many among the disciples of Christ who presume 
to call themselves the elect of God, and to condemn all others who 
are not of their sect or persuasion. 

There is yet another feature which marks the excellency of the 
Christian doctrine; and that is, the purity which it requires in what 
is called our natural desires, but which are oftentimes too impetuous 
to be restrained by the laws of religion; 1 here mean the passion 
which anites the sexes—a passion which exercises dominion over 
the most generous and tender hearts. ‘The philosophers both of 
' Greece and China have considered this propensity as necessarily re- 
sulting from the frame and constitution of man; they have therefore 
treated it witli much lenity and indulgence ; though the abuse of it is 
not less common, nor less pernicious, than either pride or avarice, 
which (wo passious they have attacked with the most powerful argu- 
ments, aod painted in the blackest colours. Even the wise Socrates 
could pardon, in some measure, these deviations from virtue, under 
the notion that they were the effects of a brutal instinct, to which 
even the best men were subject. It does not appear that the philo- 
sophers thought there was any thing disgraceful in this vice; they ra- 
ther considered it as a very venial fault io youth. Men of virtue in 
Greece, in Rome, and in China, even the two Antonini, have not 
blamed this promiscuous commerce of the sexes in others, and have 
even indulged it in themselves. 

Aslain writing to one of the female sex,I am sensible that I 
ought to treat this subject with the greatest delicacy ; it is that con- 
sideration which prevents me from representing this vice in its gen- 
uine Colours ; I must therefore confine myself to such a description of 
it as may nol give any offence to modesty. Unlawful love enfeebles 
all the powers of the soul, diverts it from every thing that is serious, 
and gives it a distaste both of moral duty, and of whatever requires a 
certain degree of labor. It is attended with a long train of embarrass- 
ments, troubles, and misfortunes : it destreys the harmony and mutu- 
al confictence on which the happiness of the marriage state depends : 
itinvolves its unhappy votaries in unnecessary expenses, 


prospect of eternity—awful in its own nature, bat rendered more dread- 


; , y 
ful by the consciousness of a Wicked course of life—and more close- | 


ly rivets our affections to the things of this world, which, after death, 
cannot follow us. Jesus was born amongst a people where polygamy 
was allowed; where the unlawful commerce of the sexes was coun- 
tenanced, and where divorces were common: anil so complacent 
were the interpretets of the law, at that time, that the most trifling 
causes were sufficient to procure a separation. ‘The son of a carpen- 
ter made his appearance amongst the Jews, at a period when they 
were thus misled by their teachers. He preached to them the ne- 
cessity of a more regular life, and of a purity of manners at that time 
uuknown. But this precept of the gospel is familiar to modern times : 
honorable mention is made of it in all our treatises of morality: it jis 
even introduced into our dramatic writings; and, in our commerce 
with the world, it is consideréd, xs it were, a Common or ordinary 
duty. But when Jesus entered upon his divine commission, he was 
the only teacher who recommended chastity, to men, who required of 
them conjagal fidelity, who reprobated the opposite vices, and con- 
demned all impurity both in their desires and iu their thoughts. From 
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whence then came this Jaw of chastity and temperance, which no 
man before had thought of imposing on the world as a duty ? It came 
not from man; it derived not its source from the hearts in which 
those very passions that it condemned had taken root: but we must 
look up to him as the author of it, who was instructed by God! who 
commanded his disciples to be perfect, as our Father which is in hea- 
ven is perfect. 

All the benefits of the doctrine of Christ seem toconcenter in this 
one point—that eternity is the grand object we should bave in view— 
consequently, that the main business of our lives should be to prepare 
for it, and that we should esteem the favor of God as the only trite 
good. ‘‘hese ideas did not originate in the heart of man; no Soc- 
rates had perceived them ; they were unknown to the Jews, notwith-' 
standing the bright Luminary destined to enlighten the world was 
first to shine upon them. 

Agreeably to this fundamental rv¥e, our Saviour condemns in his 
followers that care and solicitude which are go incessantly occupied 
in the affairs of this world. He requires that we should sacrifice all 
that is dear to us, rather than submit to the pollutions of sin. He 
warns us, that the way of life is narrow and difficult : and that we 
cannot, without tribulation, enter into the kingdom of heaveo. He 
has cautioned us to dread the indignation of the Deity, as the only 
evil which ought to alarm us. The wisest philosophers amongst the 
heathens knew but little of a life to come; they never spake of it but 
in very doubtful and ambiguous terms. ‘heir lessons, therefore, had 
not, upon the heart, that authority which alone can subdue the will, 
and which, in our Saviour, was a manifestation of his divine origin. 
‘The firm persuasion of a future life, of the being of a just God who 
will reward or punish men according to their works, is the very soul 
aud essence Qf the Christian religion. ? 

I place likewise amongst those things which Jesus Christ could 
not have derived from human wisdom, the sincerity with which he 
informed his disciples of the sufferings that awaited him, and of those 
which they also would partake ofon earth. He omitted no oppor- 
tunity to remove from their minds all those temporal hopes which 
their national prejudices had led them to encourage ; that the king- 
dom of the Messiah would be of this world, and that he would appear 
in all the splendour of a mighty monarch. That our Saviour’s design 
was to establish a spiritual monerchy, and that all his actions corres- 
ponded with that design, is another testimony in favour of the Mes- 
siah. ‘I'he artful Mahomet took great care to inform those whom he 
was desirous to associate with himself for conducting the grand 
scheme which be had formed, that certain evils would await them. 
and that certain dangers must be courted. He eadeavoured to in- 
fuse in'o them a spirit of heroism ; otherwise they might have been 
disgusted with their situation, and he might have been deprived of 
their support. ‘The disciples of our Saviour were mep like ourselves ; 
uot the heroes of a stage, in whom the contempt of death is no extra- 
ordinary virtue. ‘hey feared for their great Leader; they would 
have persuaded hiin to preserve his life; they were not without appre- 


perceived danger approaching ; they forsook their master, for whom 
they had the greatest affection, and of whom they had entertained 
the most exalted notions. ‘I‘hese were the men to whom Jesus an- 
nounced that they were to suffer and to die forhim. He made this 
declaration to persons full of the idea of a vietorious Messiah; whe 
had promised themselves a participation of his future grandeur; and 
who aspired atler the first honors in the new kingdom which they ex- 
pected to see established in Sion—erroneous opinions, but sufficiently 
characteristic of the propensities of human nature. ‘I'his proceeding, 
s0 singular in its kind, the sincerity with which he informed his fol- 
lowers of the destiny which awaited them, evidently prove that Jesus 
asted not after the manner of men, nor like the chief of a party, whe 
procure to themselves partizans by the promise of rewards; it was 
not his design to gain disciples by the alluriag offers of temporal ad- 
vantages. 

This unexampled candor and integrity must naturally fix our at- 
tention upon the person by whom they were displayed. ‘hey dis- 
cover @ more than human virtue, not to be paralfeled ia the historv 
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of all ages. A messenger from God is not a common phenomenon. 
Such an event demands our most serious examination ; a fact of this 
nature cannot but be attended with important consequences ; the 
proofs of its divinity must be more convincing than those with which 
we ave contented in the more ordinary occurrences of life. 

We have already remarked, that the doctrine of Christ was a great 
testimony in his favor ; and that his wisdom was much superior to 
that which simple nature was capable of attaining. But I would 
speak more particularly to the person of this teacher, whose doctriue 
merits so great admiration. He united in himself all those excellen- 
cies which should characterise an heavenly messenger, and such as 
Wwe may expect in one sent from God, and instructed by him in the 
truths which he was to promulgate. But, in a matter of this canse- 
quence, we should not be too hasty in owr opinion. We should first 
consider whether the design appears tobe worthy of God, and whe- 
ther the instrument employed was answerable to the execution ofits. 
We should therefore examine his principal actions, the events of his 
life, the credentials of his divine commission, and whether he was ac- 
tually sent from heaven into this lower world. 
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FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT. 


THE Board of Managers feel a lively satisfaction in again meet- 
ang that benevolent Institution, In whose name, and by whose author- 
ity they act, with congratulations on the past, and encouragements 
for the future. ‘They are again enabled, through the good providence 
of God, to exclaim, *“* HE hath remembered his coveuant for ever, 
“the word which he commanded toa thousand generations!” A 
glance at the wonderful operations of his word throughout the known 
world, at the present period, evinces with the utmost clearness, that he 
is blessing the nations of the earth in his servant Apranam. 

The following summary statement of the manner in which the Mana- 
gers have fulfilled their important trast, is respectfully submitted to 
the Society. 

During the past year, they have distributed two hundred aod fifty 
eopies of the Holy Seriptures.— Thirty-two of this pumber have been 
sent to the relief of the destitute in the province of Upper Canada, 
through the agency of Mess. Oumsreap and Mc Dowat: Twenty 
have been committed to the hands of the Rev. Dr. Paouprit: Thir- 
ty have been distributed in Canandaigua, by the Rev. Mr. Torrey : 
Thirty copies have been sent to the Rev. Mr. Comsrock, in the 
county of Essex, for distribution: Twelve copies have been delivered 
tothe Rev, Mr. Srimvner, for the destitute at Herkimer: Twenty 
have been distributed in Carlisle, by the hands of Mr. Parkinson : 
Five copies have been distributed in the town of Otsego: Six in the 
town of Providence, by Mr. Wacer ; and twelve in the town of Sha- 
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ron, by Mr. Jones. ‘The remaining copies were bestowed in the ei- 
ty, and in the vicinity of Albany. ‘hey have still on hand 228 co- 
pies. . 

‘he fact that the demands for the Holy Scriptures, have been less 
extensive on this Society durivg the past year, than in the year pre- 
ceding, is probably owing to the rapid multiplication of similar Institu- 
tions throughout this state: An event which the Managers feel pecu- 
liarly happy in communicating. 

‘he Board, with unfeigned pleasure, acknowledge the receipt of 
the sum of 105 dollars, as a donation from the congregational church, 
in Canandaigua, under the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. ‘Torrey. It 
is worthy of particular remark, that this contribution was the emphatic 
manncr tn which that society expressed its gratitude to the Great 
Benefactor of nations for the restoration of peace to our country, on 
the day of national thanksgiving. 

A donation has also been received from the youth, attending the 
schools of Mr. Young, and Mr. and Mrs. Upro.p, to the amount of 
$12.50, collected by small weekly contributions. Information has 
been received, that this pleasing and laudable example will be follow- 
ed by others also. Thus the hearts of the rising generation are devi- 
sing liberal things, and learning to sympathize in the moral wants 
‘and wretchedness of their fellow men. 4 
| The Society has also been lately increased by the addition of about 
forty new Members. 

As our views should be bounded by no limits but those which sepa- 
rate man fronmthe irrational world, we should receive every intelli- 
gence of a sphere calling for exertions, as a direction and an encetr- 
agement to cast our bread upon the wide ocean of God’s providence. 
A leiter has been received from Mr. OLusreap, stating that the co- 
pies of the Scriptures which were committed to bi (or distribution 
in Upper Canada, were received with the most affecting emotions of 
gratitude ; aud that province isina high degree destitate, and Cesi- 
rous of the written word of God. 

The calamities of war have also stripped many of our frontier set- 
| tlements, not only of the oracles of life, but also of the means of 1e- 
| placing them; they are therefore greatly dependent on the liberality 





| of Bible Societies are solemn and pressing. 

‘The Society will leary, with no ordinary satisfaction, that the cause 
of Bible Societies is daily becoming more popular in this country, 
and several new Institutions of this description have been founded du- 
ping the past year, in different parts of this state. The whole num- 
ber of Societies in the United States is already rising of an hundred—- 
twenty-five of which are claimed by the state of New-York alone. 

Viewing the different Institutions, enlisted under the banner of 
revelation, for the purpose of extending its blessings to those who are 
sitting in the region of the shadow of death, who can refrain from ex- 
claiming, this is indeed a most signal instrument, and one most wonder- 
fully honored in Providence, of diffusing the knowledge of redeeming 
grace among perishing men ! 

When we contemplate the magnitude and the extent of this splen- 
did Institution, its almost imperceptible original, and its rapid growth, 
we are forcibly reminded of the grain of mustard seed in the parable, 
“which indeed is the least of all seeds, but when it is grown it is the 
“ greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the 
*“ air come and lodge in the branches thereof.” 

Witness its swift progress throughout the vast regions of the world; 
every where, reflecting the powerful beams of celestial light, and il- 
luminating wretched and benighted sinners in its course ; contem- 
plate its triumphs in Britain, Holland, Germany, Switzerland, Den- 
mark, Finland, Sweden, Russia, Georgia, India, China and America ; 
and trace this glorious Institution through its different accessions and 
extensions, to the individual person by whom its plan was matured, 
(which was perhaps first suggested by some contingent circumstance) 
and who can avoid the conclusion, that it has been commenced, pro- 
tected, and cherished under the special control and favor of the Great 
Supreme. 

In this Institution the moral and the physical strength of Christen- 
dom, consisting of so many different sects and jarring interests, is com- 
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land eaps—-you would easity imagine that nothing could be more 


bined and bent on the single great object of diffusing the oraches of 
Lhe number of specta- 


life. In what object have their feelings and their powers ever before 


amaigamated ? Are we not almost warranted to say, that the effect of 


another pentecost is witnessed; when “ Parthians, and Medes, and 
Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judea and Cappa- 
docia, in Pontus and Agia, Phryggia and Pampkylia, in Egypt, and in 
the parts of Lybia about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and 
proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, spake. each in their own tongues, the 
wonderful works of God ?” 

No matter what motives may be imputed to their bosoms, by 
the insinuations of their enemies, nor what improper interest may 
influence the conduct of individuals, we are bound to say, in the 
language of an apostle, on another occasion, “ notwithstanding, 
every way, whether in pretence or in truth, Christ is preached, and | 
therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.” The Bible has at least an 
opportunity of effecting God's purposes, whatever they may be, and 
this should be our sale desire, our first and our last prayer. ‘That 
word, like as a fire and asa hammer, will force its way through iron 
prejudices, and will grind the heart of rock to powder. 

Brethren, every event, whether past or present; every object, 
whether prosperous or adverse, fn relation to the word of God, calls 
upon us to proceed. Its past victories over the empire of darkness ; 
its displays of numberless souls converted, sanctified, and saved, 
through its influence ; its transcendent excellency in healing the bro 
ken heart, and administering a sovereign balm to the woes and 
plagues of wretched man. ‘I'‘hese are powerful stimulants to future 
labours. The deslitute thousandsin Christian lands; the nations yet 
covered with the mantle of Pagan darkness: the prosperity of Zion 
in future ages ; the salvation of nations yet ugborn, and the accom- 
plishment of millenia! promises; these are objects which are not af- 
fected remotely, but immediately, by every exertion which we make. 
Their impressive exhortation is—** Proceed ye benevolent and zeal- 
ons promoters of Zion’s glory, aod of human happiness, in your un- 
equalled labours; your past success opens to your view a wider 
field ofexertion. Goon, and in the strength and in the name of your 
exalted King, diffuse the light of his gospel, from sea to sea, and 


irom iand to land.” 
JOHN DE WITT, Chairman. 


ad 
NEW-YORK. New-York, Arnis 13, 1816. 
ORDINATION. 


Atan Ordination held in Trinity Church, on Thursday the 11th 
inst. by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Hobart, ‘Tromas C. Brownewu, Pro- 
fessor of Rhetoric, in Union College, Schenectady, was admitted to 
the holy ordér of Deacons, and the Rev. Henry U. Unpnerponk, 
Missionary at Cauandaigua and the parts adjacent, tothe holy order 


of Priests. 


—_——— 


INTELLIGENCE FROM ABROAD. 


Ustract of a letiter from an Amcrican gentleman in Europe, dated, 
Loxpon, June 6, 1816. 


On Thursday last I went to an exhibition of charity children in 
St. Pani’s. Itis ao anniversary jn which all the children who are 
supported by public charity meet in the respective uniforms of their 
parishes, and under their several instructors, for the purpose of a pub 
lic contribution. ‘Their number is no less than eight thousand ; all 
between seven and fourteen, and nwoue of them belonging to the num- 
berless private institutions of benevolence with which this island, and 
particularly its metropolis, is every where studded. On this occa- 
sion they are arranged as in a great amphitheatre, row after row, 
nearly thirty feet in height; and when you consider that they are all 
dressed in neat uniform, avd in the ancievt costume of the island— 
tho boys in breeches and strait coals, and the girls in white aprous 
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picturesque, than the exhibition they made. 
tors was estimated to be at least 12,000; yet the whole number pre- 
sent | 20,000] did not fillthe half of the immense area of the church 
in which they assembled. ‘l‘hey filed indeed every part of it from 
which the children could be seen ; but not the rest, the long drawn 
aisles, the deep alcoves, the ample chaunteries and chaples, whic! 
serve fo make up the remaiader of this solemn pile. 

But when the voice of all (hese eight thousand innocents suddentr 
burst forth in Handel’s Hallelujah, which, as they sung without notes, 
and were perfectly prepared, came with all the force of spontaneous 
devotion: then the whole charch, through all its windings and reces- 
ses, seemed instinct with voice and spirit. I have seldom felt so 
strong an emotion as at that moment. ‘I'he children were perlect!y 
prepared, they all began at the same instant; they were never out ot 
time with the organ or with one aoother; and when they paused, as 
they did with simultaneous exactness— 


The silence of that huge and solcmn pile, 
Fell on the hcat.— 


It seemed as if the smallest whiper would have been audible from 
one extremity to the other of the immense audience. Ip a few mo- 
ments after the lesson had been read, and before the sermon com 
menced, they all burst forth in the same way, iu a Te Deum, and God 
save the King ; and though the audience were in some sort prepared 
for it, the same effect seemed to follow. 

The whole exhibition was very different from any thing IT have 
ever witnessed before, or can ever see again, unless 1 should happen 
ta be in London, on the same anniversary ; for 1 am sure the wor!d can- 
not produce its parallel. 

It appears from official autherity, that upwards of 40,900 children 
are instructed in F.ngland by what is called the national society. 
Many children are also educated by other societies, and many semi- 
naries are supported by legacies, and as charitable institutions, where 
the children are maintained as well as taught. 


fp —___-___} 
OBITUARY. 
ee 


NEW-YORK. At Setauket, in the parish of Brookhaven, ¢Long- 
(sland) on the 22d ult, in the 30th year of her age, Mrs. Ann Sfa- 
puny, the pious and beloved consort of the Rev. Charles Seabury.— 
** Precious in the sight of the Lord are the death of his saints.”-——-—-~ 
At hia residence, in Schoharie county, on the 3d inst. Capt. Tuomas 
Macmin, member of the order of Cincinnati, aged 72 years. His 
widew and two children survive. He was a British officer at the 
battle of Minden, and in the American service, during the whole re- 
volutionary war. ‘he ohain across the Hudson, at West Point, was 
constructed under his direction, and he had the honour of being 
wounded in the defence of Bunker’s Hill, and severely, in the defence 
of Fort Montgomery. In the camp and in retirement, his qualifica- 
tions were holden in very high consideration. { Communicated. } 


VIRGINIA. On Sunday the 31st of March, 1816, departed this 
life, near Fredericksburgh, Virginia, in the 72d year of his age, the 
Venerable Francia Assury, Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal 
Chureh. Of him it may de said, “ a great man has fallen in Israe},” 
having laboured in his Lord’s Vineyard, more than 50 years, as an 
itinerant Minister. In the death of sucha Laborer, the Church of 
Christ, in general, and particularly that portion of it over which he 
was more immediately called to preside, has sustained a loss, which 
must be deeply felt and long deplored. 

His unabating zeal for the salvation of soula, induced him, although 
in great pain from bodily weakness, to travel and preach the everlast- 
ing gospel, until the lamp of life trembled ia the feeble socket, and 
when unable te speak, he gave comfortable assurances of his holy 
triumph of faith, in the full possession of his meatal powers, and bis 
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willingness and readiness te meet his God and enjoy him for ever.— 
If the affections of his numerous flock, and the prayers of thousands 
could have preserved him, he still had lived to go in and out before 
them, as he has done for nearly half a century past to the joy and | 
delight of their hearts. Few have ever equalled, none have surpass- 
ed him in his toils and labours to spread the religion of Christ, and 


ORIGIN AL. 


—— 


& VERSIFICATION 


OR THE 
I87TH PSALM. 


” They earried us away captive.””—Psarms, cxxxvii. 3. 


1. 
BY the lone river-banks of Babylon 
We sat, and wept at our remember’d woes ; 
We hung our harps along the willow’d streams ; 
And as the sorrowful remembrance rose 
©f Zion’s fall, and her triumphant foes, 
Ey’ they who captives carried us away 
Far from our peaceful land—they taunting chose 
With mirth to claim our Zion’s sacred lay, 
Aad bid us tune our harps to sing our own decay. 


II. 

flow shall we, captives io a foreign land, 

Sing Zion's song, and raise the holy strain ? 
WI forget thee, O Jerusalem !* 

My tongue be mute, my hands in use be vain ! 

Our song shall be the Lorn’s while we remain, 
And Zion’s enemies shal! surely fall ; 

Although they scorn us, yet their joy shall cease. 
Then will the Lorp be ruler over all, 


free us from slavish bonds—his children safe recall. 


ee 


#* This line is entirely from the original. 
—— 


SELECTED. 
— p——— 
From the Reviciovs RemeMerancee. 


. 
—_— 


MONTGOMERY’s LATEST POEM. 


Tur poetical genius of Mr. Jauzs Monrcomenv, 
being illustrated with a glow of evangefical piety, has 
been exercised, in a variety of instances, for the pro- 
duction of pieces which interest the hearts of such as 
are conscious of an attachment of their affections to the 
Renrewzr ; and we feel a pleasure in presenting to our 
readers the following stanzas, (being (he latest publish- 


tished,) of this admired author. 


A NIGHT IN A STAGE COACH. 


Being a meditation on the may between London and Bristol. 


BY JAMES MONTGOMERY, ESQ. 


— 


1 TRAVEL all the long, long night, 
By ways tome anknown : 
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save souls. A more particular accoant, itis expected, will be given 
of the life, labours, and usefulness of this spiritual and beloved pas- 
tor in Israel, who ceased at once to work and tive. 

Lodged in the garner of the sky, 

He lives with God, no more to die. 





ae 


POETICAL DEPARTMENT. 


_———_ 


I travel, like a bird in flight, 
Onward, and all alone. 


In vain I close my weary eyes, 

’ They will not, cannot sleep ; 

But like the watchers of the skies 
Their twinkling vigils keep. 


My thoughts are wand’ ring wild and far ; 
From earth to heaven they dart ; 

Now wing their flight from star to star, 
Now dive into my heart. 


Backward they roll the tide of time, 
And live through vanish’d years, 

Or hold their * eglloquy suhlime”’ 
With future hopes and fears. 


Then passing joys and present woes 
Chase through my troubled mind ; 

Repose still seeking—but repose 

“ Not for a moment find. 


So yonder lone and lovely moon 
Gleams on the clouds gone by, 

Il!wnines those around her noon, 
Yet westward points her eye. 


Nor wind nor flood ker course delay, 
Forward | see ber glide ; 

She never pauses on her way, 
She never turne aside. 


With anxious beart and throbbing braio, 
Strength, patience, spirits gore, 

Pulses of fire in every vein, 
Thus, thus I journey on. 


But soft '—in Nature's failing howe, 
Up springs a breeze—! feel 

Its balmy breath, its cordial power, 
Its power to soothe and heal. 


Lo! grey, and gold, and crimsou streaks, 
The gorgeous east adorn, 

While o’er th’ empurpled mountains breaks 
The glory of the morn. 


Insensibly the stars retire, 
Exhaled like drops of dew : 

Now through ao arch of living fire, 
The Sun comes forth to view. 


The hills, the vales, the waters burn 
With his enkindling rays ; 

No sooner touch’d, than they return 
A tributary blaze ! 








His quick'ning light. to me descends, 
Hiy cheering warmth J own ; 
Upward to him my spirit tends, 
But worships God alone, 


O that on me, with beams benign, 
His countenance would turn, 

1too should then arise and shine, 
Arise, and shine, and burn. 


Slowly | raise my languid head, 
Pain and soul-sickness cease ; 
The phantoms of dismay are fled, 

And health returns, and peace. 


W here is the beauty of the scene, 
Which silent night display’d ? 

The clouds, the stars, the blue serene, 
The moving light and shade !’ 


All gone !—the moon erewhile so bright, 
Veil’d ina dueky shroud, 

Seems, in the sun’s o’erpowering light, 
The fragment of a cloud. 


At length I reach my journey’s end : 
Welcome that well-known face ! 

I meet a Brother and a Friend, 
I find a resting place. 


Just such a pilgrimage is life ; 
Hurried from etage to stage, 
Our wishes with our lot at strife, 

Through childhood to old age. 


The world ig seldom whet it seems -— 
To Man, who dimly sees, 

Realities appear as dreams, 
And dreams realities. 


The Christian's years, tho’ slow their fight, 
When be is call'’d away, 

Are but the watches of a night, 
And death the dawn of day. 


He sees o'er his expiring eyes, 
While forth his spirit aprings, 

The Suna of Righteousness arise 
With healiag in his wing;. 


When I shall reach thisjourney's end, 
O may I find, through grace, 

In Christ a Brother and a Friend, 
In Heaven a resting place. 


September 23, 1815 
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